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SHORT BIO
2016 Young Australian of the Year and 2020
Order of Australia Medalist, Lucas Patchett is an
entrepreneur, innovator and storyteller. Lucas is
the Co-Founder and Managing Director of
Orange Sky - the world's first free mobile laundry
service for people experiencing homelessness.
Lucas plays a critical role in the strategic
direction of Orange Sky. Working closely with
Deloitte, Lucas developed a framework for how
Orange Sky measures and articulates their social
impact and efficacy of services. Alongside
storytelling, this framework has become the
cornerstone for how Orange Sky tracks its value
internally and communicates the value Orange
Sky adds to the entire community.

LONG BIO
In October 2014, Lucas Patchett cofounded Orange Sky alongside his best mate Nic Marchesi. Together,
they built the first van. Lucas led the initial rollout of services and oversaw the transition of service
delivery from Nic and himself to a broader volunteer base.
Awarded Young Australian of the Year in 2016, Lucas has been instrumental in the significant growth of
Orange Sky which has been aided by his analytical skills and business acumen. Working closely with
Deloitte, Lucas developed a framework for how Orange Sky measures and articulates their social impact
and efficacy of services. Alongside storytelling, this framework has become the cornerstone for how
Orange Sky tracks its value internally and communicates to the entire community on the value Orange
Sky adds.
Lucas continues to be recognised for his commitment to our friends on the street, demonstrated by his
recent award for The Medal of the Order of Australia in 2020.
Lucas is taking a break from his studies (Bachelor of Engineering (Mechanical) and a Bachelor of
Commerce) at the University of Queensland to dedicate time and energy to Orange Sky. He has been
foundational to the development of Orange Sky’s strategic goals and the associated individual and
organisational objectives and key results. Lucas currently oversees the branding, fundraising, finance
and people and development teams at Orange Sky. Lucas has been a Board Member since the
organisation was founded and has played a critical role in the strategic direction of Orange Sky. He
helped shape the internal culture of Orange Sky by establishing the Orange Sky Person framework.
Lucas is genuine, relatable and a true leader who sets the example of how an Orange Sky Person should
act every day.

